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4  How do you make use of your experience on this Program?

  A) About Methodology
      In order to develop students’ English abilities it is necessary to increase their motivation toward learning. The methods to promote the students’ motivation levels are as follows:
   1. Sharing with other students

      In class, before the teacher shows the answers or explanations to the tasks, the teacher should have students share their answers, ideas, or information, such as from the listening activities with the other students.  This method is beneficial for students to reduce the pressure and stress brought on by assigned tasks.

   2. Use of classroom English

      Teachers that use classroom English help the students in giving them more opportunities to listen to the spoken word.  In addition, teachers can show good examples of successful English learners to students.
   3. Integration of four skills (Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing)

      Teachers can implement dynamic teaching procedures by integrating listening and writing activities in one class.

   4. Use of authentic materials

      Teachers can have students develop practical English use, if they use authentic materials, for example, songs, newspapers, magazines, and movies.  Furthermore, students can take more of an interest in other cultures.
   5. Creative activities

      In classes, teachers usually have students practice English through drills to teach foundational rules or usages to the students.  In these activities, there are model answers in advance, and if students’ answers differ from the model answers, the students’ answers are wrong.  If teachers are always practicing this method in the classroom, the weaker English ability students get less out of the lesson, while the stronger students thrive.  Whereas, creative activities such as making stories or word association from a certain picture, has no model answers in itself, therefore the answers the students create become the model answers.  Creative activities let the weaker students answer within their English abilities and the stronger students have good opportunities to display their English competence.

  B) About My Research

      The theme of my research was, “The efficient way to use computers in the English classroom.”  University of Exeter’s, Mr. Robert further helped me with my research beyond what I already knew relating to my subject matter.
   1. Visual effect
      The positive of using computers is its ability to deliver and display many stimulating visual effects, especially, through programs such as PowerPoint.  If teachers use its visual effect in their classes, they can have their students present their research, reports and even can let students display their experiences from school excursions.
   2. Sharing ideas with other students
      During my study at University of Exeter, I learned of a technique referred to as ‘Mind Map’ and its software programs.  According to Wikipedia, the free online encyclopedia (English version), a mind map (or mind-map) is a diagram used to represent words, ideas, tasks or other items linked to and arranged radially around a central key word or idea.  It is used to generate, visualize, structure and classify ideas as an aid in ones study, organization, problem solving, and decision making.  If teachers use the method or the software in their classes, they can collect their students’ ideas and use them in creative activities.  By doing this, the students can understand other pair or group’s ideas easily, and feed back their ideas.
   3. Efficiency of activities

      Teachers usually use word processors, such as MS Word or Ichitaro in computers.  In many cases, they use those progrants to make handouts that they use in their classes.  The documents can be easily edited with this software, so in writing class, teachers can compare students’ compositions.  Another efficent use is if teachers and students use email, the teachers can correct the students’ works and give feed back immediately to each student.
   4. How to use PowerPoint

      There are many efficient ways to use computers as an aid for teaching English.  In my opinion, the computer program called PowerPoint proved to me to be the best method to teach English in the classroom and I then focused my research on the program.  PowerPoint is usually used as a presentation software program.  This software can move slides easily, make words appear and/or disappear, making it a valuable tool for presentations.  But when teachers try to use PowerPoint, they must spend a great amount of time in creating its files; therefore, not many teachers are inclined to use it in their classes.

      I think the most efficient way to use PowerPoint in the classroom is to have teachers create universal lesson plans on file that can be used many times or shared with other teachers and schools.  This way, I hope, the same file can be used year after year to the benefit of both student and teacher.
      Now I will show the potential files below;
        1) Files not related to specific lessons of textbooks, for example, the file for learning irregular verbs.

        2) Files texts being able to be replaced, for example, the file for rapid reading.
      The following website is a link to some personal files which I have put on display.  I hope you take the time to view it. 
    http://heartland.geocities.jp/mext206/
5  Your Opinions / Requests on this Program:

  A) Academic Writing
      I learned the fundamental structures of Academic Writing.  Through my time at Exeter University my writing skills have developed greatly.  I am also fully confident in my ability to now teach writing structure to students who would need such skills in situations where they are applying for advanced level schools.
  B) Academic Listening & Writing

      I became an efficient note taker through academic lectures which were held a weekly.  It will benefit my classes as I will have my students practice the same exercises that made me become a good note taker helping them in their listening activities.
  C) Methodology

      I learned how important pair work or group work was in the classroom.  Though, I had previously used pair work or group work in my own classroom for activities which needed students to practice English dialogs.  I now learned of other ways in which it can be used for activities or sharing of information that the students can benefit greatly from.
  D) School visits
      I was able to reflect upon my teaching in Japan, when I observed how the teachers taught in the UK, that is to say, student-oriented teaching, or the use of computers.
6  The others:

      Last year’s program did not include the use of home stays.  This year, however, included a three week stint in a native UK family’s home.  I think my experience with home staying was a very beneficial experience for me, because I was more involved in the lifestyle and culture of a native UK citizen.
